Classified

Classified

Classified

Blake’s 7 – Rewatch – Series One 
1x01 – The Way Back (8/10)
· Former rebel leader Roj Blake learns from outlawed protesters led by Bran Foster that he once led a resistance group against the evil intergalactic government The Federation, but he was brainwashed and his memories were erased when he was captured by The Federation. 
· When Blake witnesses the protesters being slaughtered by Federation Guards, Blake is framed for a series of crimes he didn't do and is sentenced to exile on the prison planet Cygnus Alpha.
· It has been so long ago since I have seen it, story is immediately engaging, even though the test of times in regard to production values can make this sometimes difficult. But I really enjoyed the first episode. Watching it on Blu-ray, although it definitely has some weak moments during the whole episode regarding picture quality, overall it does look okay.
1x02 – Space Fall (8/10)
· Blake tries to take over the prison transport ship London with help from Kerr Avon and Jenna Stannis. 
· When this fails, Blake, Jenna and Avon are sent to investigate an abandoned alien spaceship, they find drifting, there Blake grabs the chance to take control of that ship and escape.
· I find it a bit hard to watch through production values from that era, but the story is still interesting. HD transfer is a mixed bag till now in my opinion. Most likely there is some footage that has definitely been lost.
1x03 – Cygnus Alpha (6.5/10)
· Blake, Avon and Jenna follow the transport ship London to the Federation prison planet Cygnus Alpha where Blake teleports to the surface to free the prisoners. But the planet's supreme ruler Vargas wants to take over the Liberator in his goal of total power and conquest of the galaxy.
· This was an average episode. I liked the exploring of the ship, meeting the ships computer Zen. Clearly Avon is going to become more of a problem for Blake. Watching it on Blu-ray, some parts look good but also many parts look barely better than DVD.
1x04 – Time Squad (8/10)
· Blake know of a planet where the Federation nerve system is, he plans to blow-up these facilities so that him and his crew cannot be followed. 
· They also find a small vessel drifting in space. They discover people there in a cryogenic state. 
· They are called guardians and they kill and destroy everything that is different from them.
· Entertaining episode, good story, really like Avon, he is a character difficult to trust because he has an agenda of his own. Vila definitely is the comic relief. Blake’s 7 is now complete with adding Callie, a freedom fighter on the planet Saurian Major, originally from Auron.
1x05 – The Web (7/10)
· Cally comes under the influence of an alien intelligence from her own people's legends, causing her to sabotage the Liberator. 
· The ship goes off course and becomes ensnared by an organic web that surrounds a remote planet inhabited by a genetically-engineered race and their creators. 
· Blake finds out that they need power coils and this is their bargaining chip for the Liberator to be freed of the web. But these people don’t mind killing creatures by the thousands. Creatures they’ve created themselves.
· Note – An okay episode, I like the characters, especially Avon, he basically says Blake should watch his back.. The continued story is interesting but it does like dated which I sometimes have a problem with. Not when they are on the ship but on planets and such, and the aliens. 
· Quote: On the Liberator: Avon saves Blake’s life: Blake: Thank you …why? Avon: : Automatic reaction, I’m surprised as you are! Blake: I’m not surprised.
1x06 – Seek-Locate-Destroy (8.5/10)
· Blake and the crew steal a message decoder from a Federation security base on Centero, It goes well but Cally did not make it back to the ship.
· Blake is embarrassing the Federation with his actions and keep eluding them.
· So Supreme Commander Servalan assigns Federation military officer Space Commander Travis (wounded by Blake in the past) to eliminate Blake and the crew of the Liberator. 
· Travis uses Cally to lure him to a specific place. But Blake know of his strategy and beats Travis to this location and frees Cally.
· For me this is the best episode yet, Nice to see the space HQ of the Federation, not just the ship the Liberator. Travis and the supreme commander Servalan are a nice addition to the (recurring) cast, will add to the Blake universe. Besides Avon, I do also like Vila, the cowardly member of the crew, but he does what is asked of him with a nice dose of humor.
1x07 – Mission to Destiny (7/10)
· Team Blake find a ship adrift, of course Blake wants to help. There is a murder mystery going on, a whodunit story. 
· It is about a neutrotope, which can help there world with getting rid of a fungus that is destroying their crops. 
· It was an entertaining episode, a whodunit story on a spaceship. It gave Avon and Cally some more screentime and I say it again: Avon is definitely my favorite character, totally different from Blake, who wants he help everyone, Avon sure doesn’t. Still, till now, he cooperates. What I didn’t understand was that how it is possible for Sara to retrieve the neutrotope, while only the captain had the access codes. Seems strange that in this time he would trust another crew member with the access codes.
1x08 – Duel (8/10)
· Blake and the crew of the Liberator are pursued by a group of Pursuit ships commanded by Travis. But Blake and Travis find themselves on a barren planet and are chosen to fight each other in combat by two alien women, Giroc and Sinofar, who interfere in Blake and Travis's space fight.
· These two women are the only two left on their world who have seen much war.
· This was another strong episode, adding Travis as his adversary made it much more interesting, even though Travis seems nothing more than a one-dimensional adversary, but perhaps this will change in the coming episodes.
1x09 – Project Avalon (8/10)
· Blake and Jenna teleport down to evacuate a well-known resistance leader named Avalon, only to find that she was captured by the Federation. The Liberator's crew launch a rescue mission, not realizing that Travis is using Avalon as bait.
· The supreme commander is back and Travis is also, which makes this episode even more interesting. I don’t know how long Travis will be Blake’s adversary but with all Travis’ failures to catch Blake, this could become stale, same as for instance the Borg in Star Trek: Voyager. Villa, the anti-hero, is being taken for granted a bit and yelled at too much by Blake, he could be more appreciative of Villa’s skills.
1x10 – Breakdown (7.5/10)
· The Liberator heads for space station XK72 where they seek help from surgeon Professor Kayn, when Gan's limiter implant malfunctions causing Gan to go psychotic and violently attack members of the crew. 
· But Professor Kayn has other plans and he informs the Federation of the crew's presence on-board the space station.
· Avon definitely seems to be considering staying behind on the space station. But when he learns about Kayn’s plans, he goes back to warn his crew.
· Another entertaining episode, not as good as the last two episodes, but still entertaining. 
· Quote: Kerr Avon: Blake! In the unlikely event that we survive this...
Roj Blake: Yes?
Kerr Avon: I'm finished. Staying with you requires a degree of stupidity of which I no longer feel capable.
Roj Blake: Now you're just being modest.


1x11 – Bounty (7/10)
· Blake and Jenna set out to convince Sarkoff, the exiled former president of the planet Lindor to return to lead his people, before the Federation assumes control of the planet. 
· However, the Liberator is taken over by a group of bounty hunters known as Amagons.
· Jenna appears to choose the side of the bounty hunters, she knew their leader. 
· Perhaps a bit less interesting episode, premise is certainly okay, given the stakes and all, but execution was perhaps a bit weak. Still, it’s clear to me that Avon and Villa are my favorite characters. These are giving something extra as a character. 
1x12 – Deliverance (7,5/10)
· Approaching Cephlon, the Liberator crew witness a spacecraft crash land on the planet. They rescue a man named Ensor, who was trying to get back to his father on Aristo and arrange for the Federation to purchase something called Orac. 
· He forces Blake and Cally to fly him to Aristo, leaving Avon, Jenna, Gan, and Vila stranded on the radiation-scarred surface of Cephlon. 
· Avon is seen as a lord, who is been waiting for, for many years by a woman named Meegat. Avon seems to enjoy this a bit more than he ought to! Villa’s and Gan’s comments about it where funny. Difference between Blake and Avon becomes even more clear in this episode.
· Orac is apparently something very important to the supreme commander, she wants it and she and Travis are going to get it.
· Quote - Kerr Avon: Of course... that's why they were waiting for us. Meegat: All things are known to you. You are truly a lord! Vila Restal: [drily, to Avon] Counting yourself, that makes TWO people who think you are wonderful.
1x13 – Orac (7.5/10)
· The crew of the Liberator head to the planet Aristo to deliver medical supplies to the computer scientist Ensor, creator of the mobile super-computer Orac. 
· Blake and Cally require anti-radiation drugs for Avon, Gan, Vila and Jenna who have absorbed radiation on Cephlon. 
· Travis and Servalan have also arrived on Aristo as they intend to claim Orac for themselves.
· This is actually part two, Deliverance and Orac is one story. I really enjoyed the first series, more than expected and after a few episodes I was able to look past the age of the product but really enjoy the stories and the characters. Exciting ending for a season finale!
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